Is                            PHILIP AUGUSTUS                       CHAP.
did he even spare the church of S. Taurin, the most
renowned in that part of the land, though when he
commanded it to be burnt, not one man out of so great
an army could be found to execute so wicked a com-
mand, so that he himself, as it is said, with some lost
souls of those whom men call 'Bibalds,' entered the holy
place and set it on fire." The tale, if it be untrue, yet
shows the fear which Philip's name inspired.
William the Breton couples the retreat with a
horrible tale. Evreux had been given, as a token of
Philip's love, to John to hold. When he heard of his
brother's return he began to fear, and secretly bringing
in armed English, he slew the unsuspicious French
garrison, whom he had bidden to feast with him. Sober
history does not know this legend, but Evreux was
recovered, and Philip fled.
Richard, however, was by no means free from danger.
In the south, Aquitaine was in revolt^ but help came
from Xavarrc. Bertrand de Born again sang the exploits
of his king., It was his last chanson. Montmirail, on
the borders of Maine, was destroyed by Angevin rebels.
Bat the king was the greatest general of his age. He
held out against all attacks, and a new siege of Eouen
called him again to the north. On July 4 the two
kings rested at Vendoine and at Fn&evaL In the night
the French camp was hastily evacuated. Philip, some
say, had then inarched to the destruction of Evreux;
others tell that a night attack of Richard caused a
precipitate flight. The English king, it is at least clear,
fell upon Philip's train, and captured spoils of great
value, horses, plate, and coin, the letters of agreement
with the rebels, even the rolls of the treasury and the